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Angola has witnessed a significant rise in fire incidents, with

reports on May 7, 2024, indicating outbreaks across various

provinces. These incidents have occurred in regions including

Cuanza Norte, Moxico, Uíge, Cuando Cubango, Lunda Sul, Lunda

Norte, Cunene, and Zaire. Each of these provinces has reported

one fire incident, reflecting a widespread challenge across the

country.

The increase in fire incidents comes against a backdrop of

considerable tree cover loss in Angola over the past two decades.

The country has experienced a net change in tree cover

characterized by a 4.41% decrease, which translates to a net loss

of approximately 2.19 million hectares. The primary driver of

tree cover loss has been identified as shifting agriculture,

accounting for a substantial portion of the deforestation.

Wildfires have also played a role in the depletion of Angola's

forests, contributing to both tree cover loss and carbon

emissions. While the exact cause of the recent fire incidents

remains unreported, the pattern of wildfires in the past suggests

a concerning trend that could have lasting impacts on the

country's environment and biodiversity.

The loss of tree cover and the persistence of fire incidents pose

significant challenges for Angola, affecting not only the

environment but also the livelihoods of communities dependent on

these ecosystems. The situation calls for a broader discussion on

sustainable land management and the importance of preserving

natural resources for future generations.
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