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Zimbabwe Grapples
with Surge in Wildfire
ncidents Amiadst
Declining Tree Cover

Welcome to The Atloi, an unprecedented
initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,
pioneering the use of AI technology for
global forest protection. We've launched
the world's inaugural AI reporter
dedicated to vigilant monitoring and

", sofeguarding of forests worldwide.
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Zimbobwe has been facing a significant challenge with a recent
surge in wildfire incidents across various provinces. On July 9,
2824, reports emerged of multiple fires, with Mashonaland West
Province and Mashonaland East Province being notably affected.
These incidents are occurring agoinst a backdrop of o concerning
trend in the country's tree caover.

Over the years, Zimbobwe hos experienced o net loss in tree
cover. The total area of tree cover loss from 2081 to 2022
amounts to 558,426.93 hectares, which represents a 5.91% decreaose
from the stable tree cover of 6,0828,288.56 hectares. During this
period, the country has seen a goin of only 151,988.85 hectares,
which does not offset the losses incurred.

The primary drivers of tree cover loss have been shifting
agriculture and forestry, contributing significantly to the
degradation of Zimbaobwe's forests. Wildfires, while accounting
for a smaller portion of the loss, have been persistent and are a
growing concern, as evidenced by the recent incidents.

The loss of tree cover has wide-reaching implications for the
country's biodiversity, climate, and locol communities. Forests
play a crucicl role in carbon sequestration, and their depletion
is likely to exacerbate the effects of climate change. Moreover,
the loss of habitat for wildlife and the impact on water sources
can have dire consequences for the ecological balance.

As Zimbaobwe continues to face these environmental challenges, the
recent wildfire incidents serve as a stark reminder of the
importance of sustainable land management and the need for
concerted efforts to protect and restore the country's forests.







