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In a recent development, a fire incident was reported on July 25,

2024, in Dnipropetrovsk Oblast, Ukraine, marking yet another

environmental challenge for the country. Ukraine, with an area of

over 60 million hectares, has a significant tree cover extent of

around 11 million hectares. However, the country has faced a

consistent struggle with tree cover loss over the years.

An analysis of historical data reveals a worrying trend of forest

depletion. Notably, the forestry sector has been the predominant

driver, with wildfires also contributing to the loss. For

instance, in 2022, the forestry sector accounted for a

substantial 95% of the total tree cover loss, while wildfires

were responsible for nearly 2%. Urbanization, although less

significant, still played a role in diminishing tree cover.

The net change in tree cover over the years indicates a complex

picture. While there has been a loss of approximately 500,000

hectares, gains are also evident with over 926,000 hectares of

tree cover gained, and a net positive change of around 427,000

hectares. This equates to a net change of approximately 4.08% in

tree cover, reflecting both the resilience and vulnerability of

Ukraine's forests.

The latest fire incident underscores the ongoing environmental

incidents that threaten Ukraine's natural resources. These

incidents not only impact the immediate environment but also have

broader implications for biodiversity, climate change, and the

well-being of future generations.
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