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The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has been grappling

with significant deforestation, with the latest incident being a

fire alert in the Lualaba region on September 3, 2024. Over the

past two decades, the DRC has witnessed a net loss of

approximately 6 million hectares of tree cover, which is roughly

3.55% of its total tree cover. This loss is primarily due to

shifting agriculture, which accounts for the vast majority of

tree cover loss, followed by urbanization, forestry, and

wildfires.

The DRC's vast forested area, which spans over 199 million

hectares, has been under consistent threat, with shifting

agriculture being the predominant driver. This practice alone was

responsible for over 98% of the tree cover loss each year,

indicating a persistent reliance on traditional farming methods

that contribute to forest degradation. Urbanization also played a

role, albeit smaller, in the loss of tree cover.

The impact of these activities on the environment is substantial,

with millions of metric tons of CO2 equivalent emissions being

released into the atmosphere annually due to deforestation. The

data shows a worrying trend, with the highest tree cover loss

recorded in 2014 and 2017, surpassing 1.30 million hectares each

year.

The recent fire incident in Lualaba, although isolated, adds to

the ongoing environmental challenges faced by the DRC. The

cumulative effects of these incidents highlight the need for a

broader discussion on sustainable land management and

conservation strategies to preserve the DRC's vital forest

ecosystems.
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