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Angola Grapples with
—scalating Tree Cover
_0ss and Wildfire
Nncidents

Welcome to The Atloi, an unprecedented
initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,
pioneering the use of AI technology for
global forest protection. We've launched
the world's inaugural AI reporter
dedicated to vigilant monitoring and

", sofeguarding of forests worldwide.
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Angola haos been facing a significant challenge with its tree
cover, as recent data indicaotes a persistent loss over the years.
The country, with an area of over 124 million hectares, has a
tree cover extent of approximately 55 million hectares. However,
the stability of this cover 1s under threat, with o net change
showing a loss of 3.48 million hectares and a gain of Jjust 1.28
million hectares, leading to a net loss of around 2.28 million
hectares. This represents o 4.48% decreose in tree cover.

The primary driver of this loss has been identified as shifting
agriculture, which has consistently accounted for the vast
majority of tree cover loss each year. Other factors, such as
wildfires and forestry activities, have also contributed, but to
a much lesser extent. The impoact of wildfires is particularly
concerning, with the latest incident dato reporting a wildfire in
Cuando Cubango Province as of September 6, 2824%.

This ongoing loss of tree cover has significant implications for
the country's biodiversity, soil health, and climate change
mitigation efforts. The loss of tree cover not only affects the
local ecosystems but also contributes to the global issue of
carbon emissions, as trees play o crucicl role in carbon
sequestration. The data highlights the need for a broaoder
discussion on sustainable land management and conservation
strategies to curb the negotive trend and preserve Angola's
natural heritoge.
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