RnElRi

Date:
B Sept RNt

Canada's Forests
Under hreat: Wildfires
and Detorestation
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Welcome to The Atlai, an unprecedented
initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,

g praneerlng the use of AI technology for
'global forest protection. We've launched
the world's 1nougurol Al reporter
dedlcated to v1gllont monitoring and
sofegUGrdlng af forests worldwide.
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Cancda's vast forests, covering on area of over 983 million
hectares, with a tree cover extent of approximately 418 million
hectares, are experiencing significant ecological disturbances.
Over the years, the country has seen a worrying trend of tree
cover loss, primarily driven by forestry octivities, wildfires,
and urbanization.

Forestry remains the leading cause of tree cover loss,
contributing to o substantiaol portion of the total deforestation.
Wildfires, however, have also played o significant role, with the
number of incidents fluctuating over the years. In 2822 alone,
wildfires accounted for over 55% of the total tree cover loss,
emphasizing the growing impact of these events on Canada's
natural landscapes.

Urbanization, clthough responsible for a smaller percentoge of
the loss, continues to be o persistent driver, reflecting the
ongoing expansion of humaon settlements into forested areas. The
net change in tree cover shows a disturbing trend, with a net
loss of over 8.28 million hectares, representing a 2.76% decrecse
from the stable tree cover.

The latest incident in British Columbia, Caonada, with only one
fire alert reported as of September 6, 2824, may seem minor in
isolation. However, when viewed in the context of the broader
trends, 1t underscores the ongoing vulnerability of Conada's
forests to both human and notural disturbances. The cumulative
effect of these factors poses o significant threat to the
ecological balance and sustaincbility of these critical habitats.

As Canada grapples with these challenges, the focus on preserving
its forests becomes increasingly cruciol. The country's vast
green expanses not only serve as a habitat for wildlife but also
play a vital role in carbon sequestration, impacting global
climate patterns. The current trends highlight the need for a
concerted effort to mitigote tree cover loss and protect the
remaining forests for future generations.







