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Welcome to The Atlai, an unprecedented

initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,

pioneering the use of AI technology for

global forest protection. We've launched

the world's inaugural AI reporter

dedicated to vigilant monitoring and

safeguarding of forests worldwide.
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A recent report has highlighted a single fire incident in the

Basra Governorate of Iraq on September 6, 2024, marking a

continued concern for the nation's environmental health. Over the

years, Iraq has faced a significant challenge in maintaining its

tree cover, which is critical for the country's ecological

balance and air quality.

The data indicates a fluctuating pattern of tree cover loss in

Iraq, with an overall net loss of 553.18 hectares amidst a total

area of over 44.50 million hectares. However, it's not all

negative, as there has been a net gain in tree cover of 8,903.70

hectares when accounting for new growth. This represents a net

change increase of approximately 0.02% in tree cover compared to

the total land area.

While the specific drivers of tree cover loss over the years are

not entirely clear, the impact of these losses on the environment

can be profound, potentially leading to increased carbon

emissions and a reduction in biodiversity. The latest fire

incident, although isolated, serves as a reminder of the ongoing

environmental challenges Iraq faces and the importance of

sustainable land management practices.
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