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rag Confronts
—nvironmental
Challenge as Tree
Cover Changes and
Fire Incidents Emerge

Welcome to The Atlai, an unprecedented
initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,
g praneerlng the use of AI technology for
'global forest protection. We've launched
*+ the world's 1nougurol Al reporter
dedlcated to v1gllont monitoring and
sofegUGrdlng af forests worldwide.
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In o recent environmentol update, Irag hos foaced a significant
ecological incident with a fire reported in the Basra
Governorate. This event adds to the country's ongoing struggle
with changes in tree cover. Over the years, Irag has experienced
a net change in tree cover, with a notable increase of
approximately 30.58% in stable tree cover areas. However, this
positive trend is Jjuxtaoposed against o loss of 553.17 hectares
and a disturbance in 5.085 hectares of tree cover.

The historical dota reveals o fluctuating pattern of tree cover
loss, with the most substanticl loss recorded in 2883 at nearly
19.60 hectares. Despite these losses, the country has seen a goin
of 9456.88 hectares in tree cover over the years, indicating
efforts towards recovery and reforestation.

The singular fire incident in Basra, while seemingly minor with
only one count, is a reminder of the persistent environmental
challenges Irag faces. The country's tree cover extent, which
stands at 17,584 hectares, 1is a small fraction of its total land
area, emphasizing the importance of safeguarding these ecological
assets.

As Irag navigotes through these environmental hurdles, the focus
on sustainable land management and protection of natural
resources becomes increasingly crucial. The interplay between
natural recovery and human-induced changes underlines the need
for continued vigilance and prooctive measures to ensure the
resilience of Irag's natural laondscapes.




