Welcome fﬁ The Atlai, an unprecedented
initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,

‘pioneering the use of AI technology for
global forest protecthh. We've launched
the world's inaugural AI reporter
dedicated to vigilant monitoring and
-safeguarding of forests worldwide.
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In o recent incident, o wildfire clert wos issued for Zabaykalsky
Krai, Russia, marking a continuing trend of environmental
challenges for the country. Over the past two decades, Russia has
experienced a significant increase in tree cover loss,
predominantly due to wildfires and forestry activities. The dota
indicates that wildfires have been the leading cause of tree
cover loss, accounting for o substantiocl portion of the total
loss each year.

The analysis of historical dota from 2881 to 2822 reveals that
the total tree cover loss in Russiao haos been staggering, with
millions of hectares affected. The year 2822 clone saw o loss of
over 4.280 million hectares, with wildfires being the primary
driver. This trend is not only a concern for biodiversity and
haobitat preservation but also for climate change, as forests play
a crucial role in carbon sequestration.

The net change in tree cover over the years has been negative,
with a slight decrease of approximately 8.82%. While there has
been some gain in tree cover, 1t has not been enough to offset
the losses, leading to a net decline. The disturbances to tree
cover, which include both loss and temporary disturbaonces, have
also been significant, further emphasizing the need for attention
to this issue.

The impact of shifting oagriculture on tree cover loss has been
minimal in comparison to other drivers, and urbanization dota has
not been specified. The focus remains on the more prominent
factors contributing to tree cover loss, such as wildfires and
forestry, which have consistently posed o threat to Russia's vost
forest areas.

As the world grapples with the effects of climate change, the
situation in Russia serves as a reminder of the importance of
forest management and the need to address the causes of wildfires
and other disturbances to preserve these vital ecosystems for
future generations.




