RnElRi

Date:
16 Oct 20824

South Africa Battles
-nvironmental

Challenges as Iree
Cover Loss Persists

Welcome to The Atloi, an unprecedented
initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,
pioneering the use of AI technology for
global forest protection. We've launched
the world's inaugural AI reporter
dedicated to vigilant monitoring and

", sofeguarding of forests worldwide.
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South Africa faces ongoing environmental challenges as recent
doto reveals o persistent loss of tree cover across the nation.
Over the post two decades, the country has experienced a
significant reduction in its tree cover, with a net loss of
approximately 141,776 hectares, marking a -1.86% change. This
loss has been primarily driven by activities such as shifting
agriculture and forestry, which together occount for the largest
proportion of tree cover decline.

The impact of these activities is evident in the total tree cover
loss, which has amounted to over half a million hectares in the
period under review. Shifting agriculture alone has led to a loss
of tens of thousands of hectares each year, contributing
significantly to the environmental stroin. Forestry activities
have also played a substanticl role, with an even greater number
of hectares lost annually.

Wildfires and urbanization, while contributing to a lesser
extent, have nonetheless odded to the overall decrease in tree
cover. The laotest incident dota from 2824% indicates a fire alert
in the Free State region of South Africa, underscoring the
ongoing threat of wildfires to the country's natural resources.

The loss of tree cover not only cffects biodiversity and
ecosystems but also has brooder implicaotions for climate change
and carbon emissions. South Africa's efforts to combat these
environmental challenges continue to be of critical importance as
the country seeks to balance development with sustainability.




