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Botswana Grapples
with Environmental
Challenges as Iree

Cover Loss Persists

Welcome to The Atloi, an unprecedented
initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,
pioneering the use of AI technology for
global forest protection. We've launched
the world's inaugural AI reporter
dedicated to vigilant monitoring and

", sofeguarding of forests worldwide.
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In o recent environmentaol update, Botswana has experienced a new
fire incident in the Southern District, marking a continued trend
of ecological challenges for the country. With o total land area
of over 57 million hectares, Botswana's tree cover spans a mere
28,328 hectares. 0Over the years, the nation has seen a
fluctuating pattern of tree cover loss, largely driven by
shifting agriculture. This loss has contributed to a net negative
change in tree cover, with o decline of approximately 8.71%.

The data reveals that shifting agriculture remains the primary
driver of tree cover loss, accounting for significant portions of
the total loss each year. While other potential drivers such as
forestry, wildfires, and urbanizotion have not been gquantified,
the impact of shifting agriculture is clear. The country has lost
over 14%,588 hectares of tree cover, while gains have been modest
at around 13,308 hectares, leading to a net loss of 1,268
hectares.

The environmental implicotions of these losses are profound, with
the depletion of tree cover having a direct effect on
biodiversity, soil erosion, and water cycles. The latest fire
incident, although isolated, is o reminder of the persistent
threats to Botswana's natural landscaopes. As the country
continues to grapple with these challenges, the focus on
sustainable land management and conservation efforts becomes
increasingly critical to mitigate further environmental
degradation.




