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Indonesia has faced significant environmental challenges over the

years, with the latest data revealing a concerning trend in tree

cover loss. The nation, which boasts an area of approximately 189

million hectares, has a tree cover extent of around 160 million

hectares. However, the country has experienced a net loss in tree

cover, with a decrease of about 2.62% over the analyzed period.

The drivers behind this loss vary, with shifting agriculture,

forestry, and urbanization being the primary contributors.

Shifting agriculture, for example, accounted for a loss of

thousands of hectares each year, while forestry activities led to

even larger swaths of tree cover loss, reaching tens of thousands

of hectares annually. Urbanization also played a role, albeit to

a lesser extent compared to the other factors.

In terms of recent incidents, a single fire alert was reported in

the Papua region of Indonesia on October 20, 2024. This incident

underscores the ongoing environmental challenges the country

faces, including the risk of wildfires which have historically

contributed to tree cover loss and CO2 emissions, although

specific data on wildfire contributions to tree cover loss was

not provided for the years analyzed.

The environmental impact of these trends is significant, as the

loss of tree cover not only affects biodiversity and habitats but

also contributes to CO2 emissions, which have serious

implications for climate change. Indonesia's struggle with tree

cover loss is a pressing issue that requires attention and action

to mitigate further environmental degradation.
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