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Mozambique, a country with a land area of over 78 million

hectares, is facing a significant challenge with tree cover loss.

Over the years, the country has seen a substantial decline in its

tree cover, with a net loss of over 4.30 million hectares, which

equates to a 10.21% decrease in tree cover. This loss has been

primarily driven by shifting agriculture, accounting for the vast

majority of the tree cover loss.

The impact of this deforestation is profound, not only on the

environment but also on the carbon emissions contributing to

climate change. The latest incident in Manica Province,

Mozambique, where a fire alert was recorded, is a stark reminder

of the ongoing threats to the country's natural resources.

Analyzing the historical data, it is evident that shifting

agriculture remains the predominant cause of tree cover loss,

with urbanization and forestry also contributing to the decline.

The absence of wildfires as a reported driver suggests other

human activities are the main culprits behind the deforestation.

Mozambique's tree cover loss has been a persistent issue, with

the highest recorded loss in 2017, at over 359,000 hectares. This

trend poses a significant challenge for the country's

biodiversity, ecosystem services, and climate regulation. The

recent fire alert, albeit a single incident, could be indicative

of broader environmental stresses.

As the country continues to lose its tree cover, the implications

for local communities, wildlife, and global climate efforts

become increasingly dire. The situation in Mozambique is a call

to action for conservation and sustainable land management

practices to protect and restore these vital natural landscapes.
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