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initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,

pioneering the use of AI technology for

global forest protection. We've launched

the world's inaugural AI reporter

dedicated to vigilant monitoring and

safeguarding of forests worldwide.
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South Africa is facing significant environmental challenges as

recent data indicates a worrying trend in tree cover loss. Over

the past two decades, the country has experienced a net loss of

141,776 hectares of tree cover, which equates to a 1.86% decrease

in its total tree cover extent. This decline is primarily

attributed to activities such as shifting agriculture and

forestry, which together account for the majority of the tree

cover loss.

The impact of wildfires, while comparatively smaller, remains a

concern, with incidents continuing to affect the region. The

latest report from Mpumalanga, a province in South Africa,

recorded a wildfire incident on October 20, 2024. Although the

number of incidents is relatively low, the cumulative effect of

these fires over the years contributes to the overall

environmental degradation.

Shifting agriculture has been responsible for approximately 22%

of the total tree cover loss, while forestry activities have

contributed to a staggering 78%. Urbanization also plays a role,

although to a lesser extent. The loss of tree cover has

significant implications for carbon emissions, biodiversity, and

climate regulation.

While there has been some tree cover gain, the net loss indicates

ongoing challenges in managing land use and protecting natural

resources. The data suggests a need for concerted efforts to

mitigate tree cover loss and address the underlying causes of

environmental degradation in South Africa.
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