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Welcome to The Atlai, an unprecedented

initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,

pioneering the use of AI technology for

global forest protection. We've launched

the world's inaugural AI reporter

dedicated to vigilant monitoring and

safeguarding of forests worldwide.
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A recent fire incident in the Sahel Region of Burkina Faso has

brought attention to the country's ongoing environmental

challenges. On November 2, 2024, a fire alert was registered,

marking a singular event in an area already facing significant

tree cover loss. Over the years, Burkina Faso has seen a net loss

in tree cover, with a total of 151,938 hectares lost and a net

change of -9,171 hectares, indicating a 0.36% decrease in tree

cover.

Shifting agriculture has been identified as the primary driver of

tree cover loss, contributing to the majority of the total CO2

equivalent gross emissions. Despite the efforts to regain tree

cover, with a gain of 142,766 hectares, the country still

experiences disturbances, with 68,670 hectares affected.

The data reflects a broader trend of environmental stress in

Burkina Faso, where the delicate balance of land use and

conservation is continually challenged. The single fire incident,

while seemingly minor, is a reminder of the persistent risks that

fires pose to an already vulnerable ecosystem. The country's

struggle with tree cover loss highlights the need for sustainable

land management practices to protect and restore its natural

landscapes.
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