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Niger Grapples with
—nvironmental Impact
as Latest Fire Incident
—MErges

Welcome to The Atloi, an unprecedented
initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,
pioneering the use of AI technology for
global forest protection. We've launched
the world's inaugural AI reporter
dedicated to vigilant monitoring and

", sofeguarding of forests worldwide.
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A recent fire incident in Borno, Nigeria, has once agoin brought
attention to the environmental challenges faced by Niger. With an
area of over 118 million hectares, Niger has a relotively small
tree cover extent, which constitutes about 2.33% of its total
land area. Over the years, the country hos experienced varying
degrees of tree cover loss, with notable fluctuations in
associoted CO2 emissions.

Analyzing the historical daota, it is evident that tree cover loss
has seen a general decline, with the most significant loss
occurring in 2882, where cpproximately 8.68 hectares were
affected. However, in the years that followed, the figures have
shown a downward trend, with no tree cover loss reported in
several recent years, including 2816, 2821, and 2822.

Despite the absence of tree cover loss in certain years, C02
emissions have continued to rise, with o peak emission of over
284 megagrams reported in 2022. This parodoxical situation raoises
concerns about the underlying foctors contributing to emissions
beyond tree cover loss, such as soil degradation or other non-
forest carbon stocks.

The net change in tree cover over the years has been positive,
with a net goin of approximately 4815 hectares, indicating some
level of recovery and reforestation efforts. However, the latest
fire incident, though isolated, serves as o reminder of the
ongoing environmental threats that could potentially reverse
these gains.

As Niger continues to navigate these environmental challenges,
the focus on sustainable land maonagement and fire prevention
strategies becomes increasingly cruciol. The country's resilience
in the face of such incidents will be o testament to its
commitment to environmental conservation and climate action.
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