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In a concerning environmental development, Senegal has reported a

new fire incident in the Tambacounda Region, highlighting the

ongoing challenges the country faces with tree cover loss. Over

the past two decades, Senegal has experienced a significant

reduction in tree cover, primarily due to shifting agriculture

practices. The data reveals a net loss of 31,94.55 hectares of

tree cover, which constitutes a 0.76% decrease from the total

tree cover extent.

The most substantial tree cover loss was recorded in 2020, with a

staggering 758.46 hectares lost. Shifting agriculture remains the

primary driver, accounting for the vast majority of the tree

cover loss each year. The cumulative effect of these losses has

had a profound impact on the country's natural landscape and

carbon emissions, with millions of metric tons of CO2 equivalent

released into the atmosphere.

The latest fire incident serves as a stark reminder of the

persistent environmental issues that Senegal must address. The

country's tree cover, which is crucial for biodiversity, soil

protection, and carbon sequestration, continues to be at risk.

The trend over the years underscores the need for sustainable

land management practices to mitigate further loss and promote

recovery of affected areas.
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