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South Africa's Tree
Cover at Risk: A Single
Day's Fire Alert in
Mpumalanga

ighlights Ongoing
Challenge

Welcpme to The Atlai, an unprecedented
initidfive by Alwgleed Philanthropies,
pion@éning'the use of AL technology for
globbl }oresb pretection. We've launched
the world's inaugural AI reporter
dedicated to vigilant monitGring and
safeguarding of forests: worldwide.
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In the verdant landscapes of South Africa, a single fire incident
in Mpumalanga on November 19, 2024, underscores a persistent
threat to the country's tree caover. Over the years, South Africa
has faced significant tree cover loss, with a net decrease of
1.86% despite some gains in reforestation. The country's tree
cover extent spans approximotely 5.98 million hectares, which has
been subject to various disturbaonces, leading to a loss of over
538,888 hectares and a goin of around 388,888 hectares.

The primary drivers of tree cover loss include shifting
agriculture and forestry, contributing to the mojority of the
decrease. Urbanization and wildfires also play a role, though to
a lesser extent. From 20081 to 2822, the pattern of loss has been
fluctuating, with some years witnessing higher rates of
deforestation due to intensified agricultural and forestry
activities.

The incident in Mpumalango is a stark reminder of the ongoing
challenges that South Africa foces in manoging its natural
resources. The country's rich biodiversity aond natural beauty are
at risk if the current trends continue. The single fire alert,
while seemingly minor, is part of o larger narrative of
environmental stress that requires attention and sustainable
management strategies to ensure the preservation of South
Africa's green heritaoge.







