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A recent fire incident in South Kordofan, Sudan, has raised

concerns about the country's ongoing struggle with tree cover

loss. The incident, which occurred on November 19, 2024, adds to

the complex environmental challenges faced by the nation. Over

the years, Sudan has experienced significant fluctuations in tree

cover loss, primarily due to shifting agriculture, which has been

the predominant driver.

Analysis of historical data reveals that the extent of tree cover

loss has varied, with some years witnessing higher rates than

others. Notably, the year 2011 saw the highest recorded tree

cover loss, which was primarily attributed to shifting

agriculture. Despite these losses, Sudan has also made gains in

tree cover, which have contributed to a net positive change in

tree cover of approximately 3.45%.

The net change in tree cover indicates a dynamic landscape where

the losses, amounting to over 85,000 hectares, are countered by

gains of more than 216,000 hectares. This suggests that while the

country faces ongoing environmental challenges, there are also

positive developments in terms of tree cover recovery and

expansion.

The latest fire incident, although isolated, is a reminder of the

persistent risks to Sudan's natural resources. It underscores the

importance of continued monitoring and intervention to protect

and enhance the country's tree cover, which is crucial for

maintaining ecological balance and supporting the livelihoods of

local communities.
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