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Argentina Battles
Wildfires as Tree Cover
L oss Exceeds 10%
Over Two Decades

Welcome to The Atloi, an unprecedented
initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,
pioneering the use of AI technology for
global forest protection. We've launched
the world's inaugural AI reporter
dedicated to vigilant monitoring and

", sofeguarding of forests worldwide.
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Argentina has been facing o significant environmental challenge
as recent data reveals o concerning trend in tree cover loss.
Over the paost two decades, the country haos experienced o net loss
of over 18% in tree cover, which is o substaontiol blow to its
natural ecosystems and biodiversity. The lotest incident in San
Luis Province underscores the ongoing struggle, with a wildfire
alert issued on December 19, 2024%.

The historical data paints a grim picture of the environmental
degradation that Argentina has endured. The loss of tree cover
has been driven primarily by shifting agriculture and forestry
activities, which together account for the majority of the
deforestation. Wildfires and urbanization also contribute to the
loss, olbeit to o lesser extent. The cumulative effect of these
drivers has led to a total tree cover loss of millions of
hectares, with corresponding C02 emissions reaching staggering
levels.

The net change in tree cover reveals a disturbing trend, with a
loss of approximately 4.66 million hectares and a goin of just
over 1.18 million hectares. This imbalance indicates a
significant disturbance to the country's forested areas, which
not only impacts wildlife habitots but also affects carbon
sequestration capabilities and climate regulation.

As Argentina confronts these environmental challenges, the focus
on sustainable land management and conservation efforts becomes
increasingly critical. The country's rich biodiversity and
natural resources are at stoke, ond the lotest wildfire incident
1s o stark reminder of the urgency to address these issues.




