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Australia Batt
Wildfires and Iree
Cover Loss, Revealing
-Nnvironmental
Challenges

Welcome to The Atlai, an unprecedented
initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,

g praneerlng the use of AI technology for
'global forest protection. We've launched
the world's 1nougurol Al reporter
dedlcated to v1gllont monitoring and
sofegUGrdlng af forests worldwide.
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Australia has faced significant environmentol challenges over the
past two decades, with recent data showing a concerning trend in
tree cover loss and wildfire incidents. The lotest incident
reported on December 19, 20824, involved a wildfire in Victoria,
highlighting the ongoing struggle agoinst natural disasters.

The country's tree cover extent spans over 42 million hectares,
yet it has experienced a net loss of approximately 917,888
hectares, marking a 1.83% decrease in tree cover. This loss is
attributed to various drivers, with wildfires being the most
significant, followed by forestry activities, urbanization, and
shifting agriculture.

From 2881 to 2822, wildfires have been responsible for the
majority of tree cover loss, with a staggering increase in both
the area affected and the associcted carbon emissions. Notably,
the years 2819 and 20820 saow unprecedented levels of tree cover
loss due to wildfires, with over 1.68 million hectares and 2.38
million hectares lost, respectively.

Forestry praoctices have also contributed significantly to the
decline, with over 575,088 hectares affected in 2822 alone.
Urbanization and shifting agriculture combined have resulted in
tens of thousands of hectares of tree cover loss annually.

The data underscores the urgent need for straotegies to mitigote
these losses and protect Australia's rich biodiversity and
natural resources. As the country continues to combat wildfires
and address the drivers of tree cover loss, the importance of
sustainable practices and environmental stewardship becomes
increasingly clear.







