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Welcome to The Atlai, an unprecedented

initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,

pioneering the use of AI technology for

global forest protection. We've launched

the world's inaugural AI reporter

dedicated to vigilant monitoring and

safeguarding of forests worldwide.
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Chad is facing a significant environmental challenge as recent

data reveals an escalating loss of tree cover in the country. The

latest incident, a fire alert in the Salamat region, underscores

the ongoing threat to Chad's natural resources. Over the past two

decades, the country has experienced a net loss of tree cover,

which now stands at a concerning 7.83% decrease.

The primary driver of this loss has been identified as shifting

agriculture, which alone accounted for a substantial portion of

the total tree cover loss. The impact of this practice is evident

in the increase in emissions associated with tree cover loss,

highlighting the urgency of addressing the underlying causes.

The data analysis reveals that the tree cover loss has not only

persisted but has also intensified in recent years. This trend

poses a severe risk to the local ecosystems and the livelihoods

of communities dependent on these resources. The loss of tree

cover has far-reaching implications, including soil degradation,

loss of biodiversity, and contribution to climate change due to

increased emissions.

Chad's vast area, spanning over 126 million hectares, with a tree

cover extent of approximately 409,749 hectares, is a testament to

the scale of the challenge ahead. The latest fire incident in

Salamat, while seemingly small in scale with just one alert, is a

reminder of the frequent environmental incidents that the country

must manage.

As the international community continues to grapple with

environmental conservation and climate change mitigation, the

situation in Chad serves as a call to action to prioritize

sustainable land management and conservation efforts.
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