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Ghana Grapples with
Tree Cover Challenges
as Latest Fire Incident
Strikes Savannan
Region
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Ghana, a country with o land area of over 23 million hectares, 1is
experiencing significant environmental challenges, as indicated
by the latest fire incident in the Savannoh Region. The country's
tree cover, which spans approximately 6.96 million hectares, has
been subject to various pressures over the years, leading to a
net change in tree cover that reflects o decrease of 5.89%.

Analysis of historical doto reveals that shifting agriculture has
been the predominant driver of tree cover loss in Ghana,
accounting for the vast mojority of the total loss each year.
Urbanization, while contributing to some extent, has had a
relotively minor impact in comparison. The trend of tree cover
loss has been fluctuating, with some years witnessing more severe
losses than others.

From 20881 to 20822, Ghana experienced a total tree cover loss of
over 884,888 hectares, with a corresponding gain of approximately
312,888 hectares. However, the net loss of around 573,888
hectares indicotes that the gains are not sufficient to offset
the losses. The disturbances to the tree cover have been
substantial, amounting to over 1.69 million hectares during the
same period.

The latest fire incident, occurring on December 19, 2024, adds to
the ongoing environmental concerns. While the incident count is
currently at one, the impact of such events on the already
vulnerable tree cover can be significant, further exacerbating
the challenges faced by the country in mointaining its natural
habitats and biodiversity.

The situation in Ghana underscores the need for o broader
discussion on sustainable land management practices and the
importance of preserving tree cover for environmentaol stability
and the well-being of future generations.
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