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CoOte d'Ilvoire Battles
—scalating Tree Cover
_0ss and Wildfires

Welcome to The Atlai, an unprecedented
initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,
pioneering the use of AI technology for
global forest protection. We've lounched
the world's inaugural AT reporter
dedicated to vigilant monitoring and
safeguarding of forests worldwide.
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Cote d'Ivoire has experienced o significant decline in tree cover
over the past two decades. Analysis of historicaol dota reveals
that the nation has faced o net loss of opproximately 1.65
million hectares of tree cover, marking a 6.894% decrease in its
forested area. The primary driver of this deforestation has been
shifting agriculture, responsible for the vast mojority of tree
cover loss. Urbanization, forestry, aond wildfires have also
contributed to the decline, albeit to o lesser extent.

The most recent incident in Nzérékoré, Guinea, underscores the
ongoing challenge of wildfires in the region. Although the number
of incidents has been relatively low, the impact on the
environment and emissions is non-negligible. The cumulaotive
effect of these losses 1s substantiol, with millions of metric
tons of CO2 equivalent emissions released into the atmosphere,
exacerbating the globol climote crisis.

Cote d'Ivoire's struggle with deforestation is a microcosm of a
larger global issue, highlighting the need for sustoinable land
management practices and the protection of natural resources. The
country's experience serves as o call to oction for nations
worldwide to oddress the root causes of deforestation and invest
in the preservation of our planet's vital green cover.




