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Argentina has witnessed a significant tree cover loss over the

years, with recent data showing a concerning trend. The country's

vast landscape of over 278 million hectares includes

approximately 39 million hectares of tree cover. However, the

stability of this critical ecosystem is under threat, with a net

loss of over 3.50 million hectares, marking a 10.45% decrease in

tree cover.

The primary drivers of this decline are shifting agriculture and

forestry, contributing to the majority of the tree cover loss.

Wildfires, although less significant in terms of area, have been

persistent, with the latest incident reported in Chubut Province.

Urbanization also plays a minor role, but its impact is

comparatively lower.

Over the years, the pattern of tree cover loss has fluctuated,

with the highest recorded loss in 2008 at over 592,000 hectares.

The following years saw a decline in loss rates, but recent years

have shown an uptick, with over 232,000 hectares lost in 2022 and

over 215,000 hectares in 2023.

The consequences of this loss are far-reaching, affecting not

only the natural habitats and biodiversity but also the carbon

sequestration potential of the region. The loss of tree cover

directly impacts the ability of the environment to absorb CO2

emissions, which is critical in the fight against climate change.

The situation in Argentina reflects a broader global challenge of

balancing land use for agriculture and forestry with the need to

preserve natural ecosystems. As the country continues to face

incidents like the recent wildfire in Chubut Province, the data

underscores the importance of sustainable land management and

conservation efforts.
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