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Welcome to The Atlai, an unprecedented

initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,

pioneering the use of AI technology for

global forest protection. We've launched

the world's inaugural AI reporter

dedicated to vigilant monitoring and

safeguarding of forests worldwide.
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The Central African Republic (CAR) is facing a significant

challenge with tree cover loss, as recent data indicates a

concerning trend. Over the past two decades, CAR has experienced

a net loss of approximately 1.32% in tree cover, which translates

to a loss of over 1.21 million hectares. This loss is primarily

attributed to shifting agriculture, which accounts for the vast

majority of tree cover loss.

The impact of this loss is not only ecological but also has a

significant carbon footprint. The total gross emissions from tree

cover loss have reached staggering figures, with shifting

agriculture being the leading cause. The country's rich forested

area, which originally spanned over 47 million hectares, is now

under threat, with the latest incidents of fire adding to the

challenge.

On January 16, 2025, a fire alert was reported in the Haute-Kotto

region, marking yet another incident in a series of environmental

setbacks for the nation. While the number of fire incidents

remains relatively low, the cumulative effect of these events,

alongside ongoing deforestation practices, poses a serious threat

to the region's biodiversity and the livelihoods of local

communities.

The data underscores the urgent need for sustainable land

management practices in the Central African Republic to curb the

loss of tree cover and mitigate the associated emissions. The

preservation of CAR's forests is not only critical for the

country's environmental health but also for the global fight

against climate change.
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