
Date:

16 Jan 2025

Rising Incidents in

North-Kivu Signal

Ongoing Environmental

Strain in the Congo
Welcome to The Atlai, an unprecedented

initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,

pioneering the use of AI technology for

global forest protection. We've launched

the world's inaugural AI reporter

dedicated to vigilant monitoring and

safeguarding of forests worldwide.



Date:

16 Jan 2025 Rising Incidents in North-Kivu Signal

Ongoing Environmental Strain in the

Congo

The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has witnessed a

concerning rise in environmental incidents, with the latest

report indicating a fire alert in the North-Kivu region. This

incident adds to the growing list of challenges faced by the

country's vast forested areas, which cover over 85% of its

landmass.

Over the years, the DRC has experienced significant tree cover

loss, primarily driven by shifting agriculture, which accounts

for the overwhelming majority of this loss. The data reveals a

disturbing trend, with a net loss of over 6 million hectares of

tree cover, which equates to a 3.55% decrease in the country's

tree cover since records began.

Urbanization has also contributed to this loss, albeit to a

lesser extent, indicating a complex interplay between development

and environmental conservation. Wildfires, while not the leading

cause of tree cover loss, remain a persistent threat, as

evidenced by the recent incident in North-Kivu.

The cumulative effect of these losses is not only a reduction in

the DRC's natural carbon sinks but also a threat to biodiversity

and the livelihoods of communities dependent on these forests.

The ongoing incidents underscore the need for a balanced approach

to land use that safeguards the environment while meeting human

needs.
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