
Date:

16 Jan 2025

Togo Grapples with

Tree Cover Loss as

Latest Fire Incident Hits

Savanes Region
Welcome to The Atlai, an unprecedented

initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,

pioneering the use of AI technology for

global forest protection. We've launched

the world's inaugural AI reporter

dedicated to vigilant monitoring and

safeguarding of forests worldwide.
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Togo has experienced a significant decline in its tree cover over

recent years. Analysis of historical data reveals that the

country has faced a net loss of approximately 133,009 hectares of

tree cover, accounting for a 5.86% decrease in its forested

areas. The primary driver of this loss has been identified as

shifting agriculture, which has consistently been responsible for

the majority of tree cover loss each year.

The impact of this deforestation is evident in the latest

incident from the Savanes Region, where a fire alert has been

reported. Such incidents contribute to the ongoing challenge of

maintaining Togo's tree cover, which is crucial for ecological

balance and carbon sequestration. The country's tree cover extent

stands at around 558,803 hectares, which has seen fluctuations

due to various factors, including urbanization, albeit to a

lesser extent.

The trend of tree cover loss in Togo is a matter of concern,

particularly when considering the role of forests in supporting

biodiversity, providing livelihoods, and mitigating climate

change. The recent incident in the Savanes Region underscores the

need for continued vigilance and strategies to protect and

restore these vital ecosystems.
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