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In a recent development, the Haut-Uele region of the Democratic

Republic of the Congo reported a fire incident on January 17,

2025, which adds to the growing concerns over deforestation in

the country. Over the past two decades, the DRC has experienced

significant tree cover loss primarily due to shifting

agriculture, which accounts for the vast majority of the

deforestation drivers.

The data reveals a consistent pattern of tree cover loss, with

shifting agriculture being the predominant cause, followed by

urbanization, forestry, and wildfires. From 2001 to 2023, the

tree cover loss attributed to shifting agriculture was

overwhelmingly dominant, suggesting a critical need for

sustainable land management practices. Urbanization also

contributed to the loss, albeit to a lesser extent.

The net change in tree cover over the years has been negative,

with a net loss of approximately 6 million hectares, which

translates to a 3.55% decrease in tree cover. This loss not only

affects the biodiversity and ecological balance of the region but

also has significant implications for carbon emissions and

climate change.

The single fire alert in Haut-Uele, while seemingly minor, is a

stark reminder of the ongoing environmental challenges the DRC

faces. It underscores the importance of addressing the root

causes of deforestation and implementing effective conservation

strategies to preserve the country's vast forest resources.
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