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Ghana Grapples with
Tree Cover Loss as
Shifting Agriculture
Dominates
Deforestation

Welcome to The Atlai, an unprecedented
initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,
g praneerlng the use of AI technology for
'global forest protection. We've launched
*+ the world's 1nougurol Al reporter
dedlcated to v1gllont monitoring and
sofegUGrdlng af forests worldwide.




I Dote:
17 Jan 20825

I BoDY

Ghana, o country with an area of over 23.80 million hectares, has
experienced o substanticl decline in its tree cover over the
years. The tree cover extent, which once stood at approximately
6.96 million hectares, has seen o significaont impact due to
various drivers of deforestaotion.

A comprehensive analysis of the data from 2881 to 2823 reveals
that shifting agriculture has been the predominant cause of tree
cover loss in Ghana, accounting for a staggering majority of the
deforestation activities. This practice olone has led to the loss
of hundreds of thousands of hectares of tree cover, with the
highest recorded loss in 281%, where over 116,888 hectares were
aoffected.

Urbanization has also contributed to the decline, albeit to a
lesser extent compared to shifting agriculture. The impact of
wildfires and forestry has been relatively minimal in comparison,
though they still contribute to the overall loss of tree cover.

The net change in tree cover shows a disturbing trend, with a net
loss of over 572,888 hectares, which translotes to a 5.89%
decrease in tree cover. This loss 1s despite a gain of over
312,088 hectares, indicaoting thot the rote of deforestation has
outpaced reforestation efforts.

The latest incident from the Volto Region of Ghana, doted January
17, 2825, adds to the ongoing concern, with fire alerts
indicating the continued vulnercbility of the region's forests.

The data underscores the urgent need for sustainable land
management practices in Ghana to curb the rompant tree cover loss
and protect the remaining forests for the environmental health
and biodiversity of the region.




