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Argentina Battles Iree
Cover Loss as Wildfires
and Agriculture Drive
Deglineg

Welcome to The Atloi, an unprecedented
initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,
pioneering the use of AI technology for
global forest protection. We've launched
the world's inaugural AI reporter
dedicated to vigilant monitoring and

", sofeguarding of forests worldwide.
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In Argentina, o concerning trend has emerged as the country faces
significant tree cover loss, with recent incidents highlighting
the ongoing challenge. Over the past two decades, the nation has
experienced a net loss of 3,556,753 hectares of tree cover,
equating to a 18.45% decrease in its tree cover extent. This
decline is largely attributed to shifting agriculture and
forestry praoctices, which together account for a substantial
portion of the tree cover loss.

Wildfires have also played o significant role, contributing to
both the loss of tree cover and the release of carbon emissions
into the atmosphere. The latest incident in Rio Negro Province is
a stark reminder of the persistent threat that wildfires pose to
Argentina's forests and ecosystems. Despite some gains in tree
cover, the overall trend remoins negative, with disturbances such
as wildfires further exaocerbating the situction.

The data reveals that shifting agriculture is the leading cause
of tree cover loss, responsible for a significant percentaoge of
the total loss over the years. Forestry octivities follow
closely, marking another major contributor to the decline.
Urbanization, while responsible for a smaller fraction of the
loss, still impacts the environment by reducing green spaces and
contributing to habitat fragmentotion.

The cumulative impact of these drivers of tree cover loss 1s not
only a reduction in biodiversity and natural haobitats but also an
increase in C02 emissions, which exacerbotes climate change. The
loss of tree cover also affects local communities, water
resources, and soil quality, leading to brooder environmental and
socio-economic consequences.

As Argentina continues to address these chaollenges, the latest
fire alerts serve as a critical reminder of the importance of
sustainable land management and the need for concerted efforts to
protect and restore forested arecs.







