
Date:

20 Jan 2025

Chad Confronts

Escalating Tree Cover

Loss Amid Recent Fire

Incident in Batha
Welcome to The Atlai, an unprecedented

initiative by Alwaleed Philanthropies,

pioneering the use of AI technology for

global forest protection. We've launched

the world's inaugural AI reporter

dedicated to vigilant monitoring and

safeguarding of forests worldwide.
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In the face of a recent fire incident reported on January 20,

2025, in the Batha region of Chad, the country grapples with an

escalating challenge of tree cover loss. Over the years, Chad has

experienced a substantial decline in its tree cover, which is a

critical component of the nation's natural resources and

environmental health.

Analysis of historical data reveals that the primary driver of

tree cover loss in Chad has been shifting agriculture, accounting

for the vast majority of the decline. The impact of wildfires,

while present, constitutes a smaller fraction of the total loss.

The data indicates a worrying trend, with the total tree cover

loss reaching 11,067 hectares in 2023, marking a significant

increase from previous years.

The net change in tree cover over the years paints a concerning

picture. Despite some gains, the net loss stands at approximately

843,797 hectares, which translates to a 7.83% decrease in tree

cover. This loss not only affects biodiversity and ecosystems but

also has implications for carbon emissions and climate change.

The latest incident in Batha, although isolated, is a stark

reminder of the ongoing environmental challenges that Chad faces.

With the country's tree cover extent being just over 409,000

hectares, the loss over the years is a significant blow to the

nation's ecological balance.

As the international community continues to emphasize the

importance of forest conservation, the situation in Chad

underscores the need for concerted efforts to address the root

causes of tree cover loss and to implement strategies for

sustainable land management and reforestation.
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